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that gives the recipient the opportunity to 
avoid further faxes. 

In 1991, Congress passed the Tele-
communications Consumer Protection Act 
(TCPA), which protected consumers from un-
solicited commercial faxes and permitted legiti-
mate businesses and organizations to fax 
fundraising requests, advertisements, dues re-
newal notices, and other pertinent information 
to individuals with an established business re-
lationship. For the past ten years the Commis-
sion has continued to follow its 1991 interpre-
tation deeming such publications invited or 
permitted devoid of any discernable measure 
of complaints from the general public. 

In 2003, the FCC revisited the issue of un-
solicited commercial faxes and determined 
that an ‘‘express invitation or permission’’ must 
be in writing and include the recipient’s signa-
ture. Compliance with the FCC’s 2003 deci-
sion requires every business, association, and 
charity to obtain written permission from any-
one receiving commercial faxes. 

Starting on January 1, 2005 the FCC’s rul-
ing goes into effect. A majority of the busi-
nesses and organizations would be forced to 
shoulder considerable financial and logistical 
burdens. Consequently, the Commission’s 
2003 decision would require everyday cus-
tomers, requesting specific information such 
as vacation packages from travel agents or 
menus from local restaurants, to submit a writ-
ten, signed statement consenting to the re-
ceipt of such publications. Obviously, many 
small businesses, charities, and associations 
are concerned with the FCC’s recent interpre-
tation and its impact on their lives. 

In practice the FCC’s 2003 decision would 
be devastating to a myriad of small busi-
nesses that rely heavily on fax publications 
and advertisements. It has been estimated 
that two-thirds of small business owners will 
be required to obtain consent forms from 
greater than 100 separate fax numbers in the 
first year alone. Research indicates that if en-
acted, the ‘‘FCC’s new rules would cost small 
business owners at least $5,000 in the first 
year and $3,000 per year in compliance. In 
addition, the FCC’s decision would require 
greater than 27 staff hours in order to obtain 
customers’ initial consent and 20 hours each 
year thereafter. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4600 seeks to reverse 
the FCC’s overly burdensome, expensive and 
unnecessary interpretation. The current meas-
ure is necessary to strike a proper balance be-
tween an individual’s right to protection and 
privacy from unsolicited and invasive faxes 
with a business’s need for communication and 
right to free enterprise. I encourage all my col-
leagues to support this bill. 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 8, 2004 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Mr. Steven R. Heape, a proud member 
of the Cherokee Nation. He was born in Long 
Beach, California on March 25, 1951. His fam-
ily eventually moved to Fullerton, where Ste-
ven graduated from Fullerton Union High 
School. Steven also attended Fullerton Junior 

College as a Business Administration Major, 
while working as a Major Account Representa-
tive for Armor Food Company. 

His interest in motion picture production 
eventually led him to produce the film titled, 
‘‘Location to Recovery,’’ one of the first edu-
cation docudramas to be released from 16mm 
film to VHS videotape. 

In 1994, Mr. Heape and business partner 
Chip Ritchie formed Rich-Heape Films, Inc., 
certified by the Cherokee Nation to focus on 
the history and preservation of the American 
Indian culture. Today, Rich-Heape Films is an 
internationally recognized firm with several 
award-winning films to its credit. The American 
Indian Chamber of Commerce awarded it the 
2003 American Indian Business of the Year. 

In August, Mr. Heape was one of five Native 
American filmmakers invited to participate in 
the strategic film and video content planning 
for the new Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
the American Indian in Washington, D.C. In 
March 2004, Mr. Heape began the most chal-
lenging project of his career, producing a two- 
hour PBS documentary on the Indian Removal 
Act of 1830, better known as the Cherokee 
Trail of Tears scheduled for release in 2005. 

On September 12, Mr. Heape is being rec-
ognized by the Little Eagle Free Foundation 
for his contribution and philanthropy in pre-
serving the languages, history and cultures of 
Native Americans. 

It is only fitting that Mr. Heape is to be com-
mended for his extraordinary efforts to docu-
ment and preserve Native American culture 
and the part played in American History. 
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Magnolia Park United Methodist 
Church for 75 years of ministry in the City of 
Burbank. 

Magnolia Park United Methodist Church is 
located in the middle of Burbank’s film and tel-
evision studios as well as its famed Media 
District. Since 1929, it has been serving the 
community on the corner of Magnolia and Cat-
alina. It is a welcoming, diverse, and inclusive 
congregation. The church actively sponsors 
youth groups such as the Boy and Girl Scouts, 
Brownies, and Cub Scouts. It strongly sup-
ports the Burbank Temporary Aid Center with 
financial services and food items. The church 
is also a proud member of the Burbank Cham-
ber of Commerce, and gives several essential 
community agencies like Kedren Headstart, 
and Kids of Rock Theater a home. 

Magnolia Park United Methodist Church en-
courages meaningful service in the local com-
munity as well as the international community 
through world missions. The church is not only 
locally supportive of the Walter Hoving Home, 
it also partners in missionary work in Nigeria. 
The church reinforces the importance of unity, 
charity, dedication, and family. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in celebrating Magnolia Park United 
Methodist Church’s 75 years of exemplary 
service and ministry, and for its immense com-

mitment to its parishioners in and beyond the 
City of Burbank. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 8, 2004 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Cpl. Christopher Belchik, 
who was recently killed in the Iraq Province of 
Anbar. 

Cpl. Belchik was a 30 year old native of the 
Godfrey-Alton area in southern Illinois. He was 
killed on August 22nd in what is believed to be 
an ambush that resulted in a mortar detona-
tion killing him and two other soldiers. 

Cpl. Belchik was a 1992 graduate of Alton 
High School, in Alton Illinois. Not enough can 
be said about the great sacrifice this man 
made for his country, he made the ultimate 
sacrifice. He is survived by his wife, Mary 
Belchik; his mother, Lynn Lenker of Godfrey; 
his father, Stephen Belchik of Staunton; his 
brother Brian Belchik of Alton and his sister, 
Julie Prats of Chicopee, Massachusetts. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to his families 
and loved ones. 

Cpl. Belchik gave his life in an effort to im-
prove the lives of others. This sacrifice should 
never be forgotten. Cpl. Belchik, along with so 
many other brave men and women, put their 
lives on the line day in and day out. My sin-
cere thanks goes out to them all. God bless 
them, and may God continue to bless Amer-
ica. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 8, 2004 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I regret 
that I missed roll call votes 422 and 423 on 
September 7, 2004 and rollcall vote 424 on 
September 8, 2004. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on all three votes— 
rollcall vote 422, H.R. 4381, the Harvey and 
Bernice Jones Post Office Building Designa-
tion Act; roll call vote 423, H.R. 4556, the 
General William Carey Lee Post Office Build-
ing Designation Act; and roll call 424, on or-
dering the previous question for H. Res. 754, 
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5006) making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services, 
and Education, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and 
for other purposes. 

Additionally, I would like to voice my support 
for H.R. 5005, making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2004, for additional dis-
aster assistance. The House of Representa-
tives passed this important legislation last 
night. Without this action, FEMA would have 
run out of money and not been able to help 
those in need. 

Mr. Speaker, all of our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families in Florida and elsewhere 
along the East Coast as they recover from 
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